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Lullin + Ferrari are delighted to present new works by the German artist Sebastian Hammwöhner in his first
exhibition in Zurich. Hammwöhner (b. 1974 in Frechen), studied from 1995 to 2001 at the Academy for Visual
Arts in Karlsruhe, where he completed the master class of Prof. Helmut Dorner. He has won several awards,
including a 2002 grant from the state Baden-Württemberg and a 2006 grant from the art foundation of
Nordrhein-Westfalen. Hammwöhner has exhibited in numerous group shows, including the Berlin Biennale
2006, where he presented a collaborative work made with Dani Jakob and Gabriel Vormstein, – this piece was
later exhibited at the Kunsthaus Glarus in 2007.

The enigmatic title and invitation card for this exhibition are appropriated from "Affenstunde", the first, 1970
released record of the German Krautrock band, "Popol Vuh”, famous for their compositions using the legendary
Moog III synthesizer, and a number of film soundtracks made for Werner Herzog. However, Popol Vuh is
originally the name of a pivotal sacred book of post-classic Mayan culture, containing mythological narratives
and a genealogy of the rulers of the Quiché kingdom of highland Guatemala.

Since 2006, Hammwöhner has created large pastel drawings on black paper depicting carpets. In earlier works
from this series, the artist concentrated on motifs of the Arabian world and the Balkans. All his new works
hanging in the middle room of the gallery focus on the cultures of the Maya and old Peru, drawing inspiration
from rare textile museum pieces from South and Central America, precious works no longer on display for
conservational reasons, but all housed in the Museum Rietberg in Zurich. Hammwöhner is intrigued by the
aspect of this duplication of the works housed in the Museum Rietberg in Zurich, which lends to his exhibition
the idea of a model – an imitation of an exhibition. On the one hand Hammwöhner is close to the ancient
artworks by directly including certain motifs, on the other hand he alienates the source material by considerably
changing the dimensions, the colour order, rhythm and composition. "Untitled (The Mimic)" and "Untitled
(Wormholy Times)" were modelled from textiles made by the Paracas culture 1000 years before Christ.

The black surface suggests the "Black Square" by Kazimir Malevich. It simultaneously amplifies the luminance
of the pastel technique, giving the aura of a sacred icon, its fragility protected behind glass. Several batons
wrapped with coloured wool oscillate with the hues of the drawn carpets. Leant against the wall they set spatial
and colourful marks. The colours of the batons are reminiscent of the Maya and Inka culture, but through their
titles Hammwöhner gives them an ironical twist. The strict order of geometrical repetition lends to the images of
the textiles a modernity, which situates them in the realm of minimal art. Hammwöhner creates a wonderful
space, filled with chains of association and connections on different levels of meaning.

In some of the carpets one can distinguish creatures with huge eyes, which can be interpreted as apes or cats
– animals worshiped as sacred in the culture of the Mayas and old Peru. Through the depiction of apes and the
use of the title for the show Hammwöhner refers to an art historical topos: The artist as ape, who imitates
nature. But Hammwöhner goes one step further, and sees in the figure of the ape also a critic of the art world,
in which unreflected aping is a common behaviour. The imitation of reality is according to Hammwöhner,
inherent to the motifs of the carpets. In this context the artist points to the famous flag paintings by Jasper
Johns, in which the question "Is it a flag or is it a painting" is implicitly asked. The world is rendered as an
illusion, and art as the mimicry of the illusion.
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